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The newsletter of

Waterford SPCA
Happy Christmas to all our supporters

Happy Birthday
Waterford SPCA is 150 years
young this year. We will
celebrate the sesquicentennial
of our charity when the
restrictions are lifted. In the
meanwhile, to mark the
occasion we organised a new
look for our office window. We
reached out to the amazing
team at Design Display who
created a window design for us
that is both functional and eyecatching. Design Display
designed our old signage many
years ago – and it was great to
be able to call again on the
same creative animal loving
team to help us update our
signage. See below a very old
historic sign for Waterford
SPCA’s Inspector Coen.

We hope our newsletter finds you well in these strange and
challenging times. When COVID started we closed the office to
the public. Alice and Tony kept the calls and emails monitored
and dealt with all emergencies as they came in. Rita and
Christy took great care of the dogs and we had great support
from wonderful people in City Vets when we needed shelter for
a cat or kitten. Joe continued to nurse our sick birds and we
reached out to a number of volunteers when we needed shelter
for injured wildlife. With normal fundraisers cancelled we got
amazing support from the public who organised online
fundraisers for us. In addition, our collection boxes are going
better than ever in spite of all we hear about people not using
cash anymore. Linda is back in the office now, rehoming is
going well, Alice is busy with calls and we are finishing up feral
cat neutering for another year. We are very grateful to all who
contacted us and adopted the cats and dogs that came our way
over the last few months. We are now up and running in the
new normal thanks to all your support.
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A Day in the life of Inspector Lacey
Hi. My name is Alice Lacey and I am the Animal
Welfare Inspector with the ISPCA and Waterford
SPCA, covering Waterford & South Tipperary.
Each day I respond to calls by members of the
public concerned about animal cruelty and neglect.
I try to concentrate my calls in one particular area
for the day, although that’s not always possible.
Due to the nature of the job, sometimes I may find
myself on one call for a considerable length of time.
Today, I am on the way to Tipperary. My first port
of call is to a young foal that we received a concern
about regarding the place in which she was being
kept. On arrival, I meet with the owner. He explains
that the foal is being hand reared and bottle fed as
her mother died during the birth, which
unfortunately sometimes happens. The foal is
rugged and in good body condition. She is stabled at
night and given time to run free during the day.
Based on what I observe, all of her needs are being
met and under the Animal Health and Welfare Act
2013, I proceed to close the call off.
A few miles away, I arrive at my next call about a
thin cat. I fail to get anyone at home, so I leave a
notice for the owner. As the cat is inside the house,
I cannot judge the situation there and then, so I
await a call back to our helpline from the person
responsible for the cat’s care.
My next dog call involves a dog that I had been to a
couple of days previously whose living conditions I
had found were not satisfactory. I left a notice for
the owner on the first date, but had failed to hear
anything back. Today, no one is at home again, so I
leave one of my written notices that instructs the
owner to make specific changes in relation to the
dog’s welfare over a specified amount of time. In
this case, I give one week for improvements to be
made. If the owner does not comply with the notice,
I am authorised under the Animal Health and
Welfare Act to remove the dog from that situation.
On my way back towards Waterford City, I
complete a number of recalls. Recalls are calls
which we have not closed off on the first visit, and
where I have given advice/instruction to an owner
to improve/change something in relation to their
animals. A recall is done to ensure those changes
have been made and are satisfactory.
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When I return
home, I work on a case file in
preparation for a prosecution I am
putting together in relation to two
dogs that were seized from a property
two weeks previously in extremely
poor body condition. In cases where
animals are seized, it means that an
owner has not willingly surrendered
the animals into our care. In such
cases, it may take between 1 year and
sometimes two and a half years for a
case to go to court. During this time,
the seized animals remain in our care.
We cannot neuter or rehome these
animals until an outcome has been
reached. The cost and care of each
individual seized animal can be
extremely high at times but all part of
the animal welfare process.

Ginger, a young collie cross, rescued
by Inspector Lacey in 2019 dropped
in with her Mammies to say “Hello”
to her Fairy Godmother, Alice ❤
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Happy Tails
Saoirse
Meet Saoirse now known as Pickles with her new
VBF Oski in her lovely new home. Pickles is visually
and hearing impaired. This year this lovely girl is
wondering what Santa will bring rather than
wondering where her next meal will come from.
According to her new Mammy, “Pickles came out of
her shell very quickly, her appetite is great and she has
already adapted to the routine of the house”. We are
thrilled for Pickles and wish her and Oski and her
lovely new family a happy ever after.

Jagger
This is Jagger our big gentle giant in his new home.
Jagger came to us when his owner couldn’t keep him
due to problems with rented accommodation. He’s a big
boy and he had a long wait before the right home came
along. He was adopted by a family that had great
experience at handling German Shepherds and were
able to offer Jagger the right sort of home and safe
enclosed garden. Wishing Christine and Jagger many
happy adventures together.

Cindy
We were delighted to get news of Cindy before
going to press. Cindy (on right) came into our
care after she was surrendered from a situation
of overcrowding and irresponsible breeding.
She was an anxious little girl who had never got
the attention she needed to develop her
confidence and social skills. Cindy’s early experiences are a fading memory now and she is
making great progress in her fabulous new home with Vinny, her new 4-legged friend and
mentor. Thank you to Lorna and her family for all the work they are putting into this lovely girl.
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Obituary Mollie
Death leaves a heartache no
one can heal, love leaves a
memory no one can steal

We were all very sad to hear that beloved rescue spaniel Mollie
had passed away.

Find us on
Facebook at
WaterfordSpca

Waterford SPCA,
Summerland Square,
Yellow Road,
Waterford
Tel: 051-841432
www.waterfordspca.ie

Ben and Bernie Delaney adopted Mollie from Waterford SPCA
in 2012. She embraced the security and love that Ben and Bernie
offered her and flourished in her wonderful new home. Loved
by all that knew her, she is remembered for her intelligence,
empathy, gentleness and playfulness.
Mollie adapted to living with humans in many unique ways. At
home, Mollie’s favourite household chore was carrying the
laundry to the washing machine. She was a housekeeper par
excellence.
We fondly remember Mollie’s irresistible charms at Waterford
SPCA flag days in the City Centre. Mollie would entertain the
public by holding the collection box in her mouth and shaking it
back and forth spaniel style. She went after people who dared
pass her collection point, and would shake the box and insist on
a donation. It was Mollie’s way of telling passers by that the
box needed filling with much needed funds for her old rescue.
Mollie truly was the most hardworking and entertaining
fundraiser we ever had.
Sincere sympathy to Ben and Bernie and family on their loss
from all at Waterford SPCA. Run free darling Mollie. You
touched all our lives and will always have a special place in our
hearts. Ní fheicimid do leitheid dílis arís.

Wishing all our supporters a happy and safe Christmas from all at Waterford SPCA and woof- woof, meow
and whinny whiney from all the animals

